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Impressionistic fantasy based on its opening 
twelve bars. The gently rocking theme is in 
the Pastorale tradition which since the 
Renaissance represented the tableau of the 
shepherds' adoration of the Christ Child. 
The key of F major and the compound triple 
meter are also characteristic of the 
Pastorale. 

LA NATIVITE DU SEIGNEUR 

IX. Dieu parmi nous
(God among us)

Olivier Messiaen 
(b. 1908) 

Written in 1936, the nine movements of 
La Nativite attempt, as do others of 
Messiaen's work, to reveal theological 
verities - God's real presence, the end of 
time, the Holy Trinity. The exotic elements 
in the music include Hindu ragas and melodic 
formulas, Greek modes, Gregorian chant, 
additive rhythms, bird songs, and medieval 
number symbolism. Dieu parmi nous presents 
a quiet cradle song following an immense 
introductory downward pedal sweep. A 
Magnificat - the prayer of the Virgin 
follows. A grand toccata closes the work 
with the return of the opening pedal 
descent, recreated under jubilant additive 
rhythmic motion for the manuals, expressing 
a very public joy and adulation. 
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